
The time: April 2–4, 2009!

The place: The Austin Convention Center!

The occasion: The 29th Annual ATPE State Convention!

The details: www.atpe.org/convention

29th 
AnnuAl
ATPE 
sTATE 
convention



Meet a real-life hero! 
Called a “modern-day Thoreau” by Newsday, keynote 
speaker Rafe Esquith will share the story of  
Room 56, his remarkable inner-city Los Angeles 
classroom where class begins at 6:30 a.m. and  
reading Shakespeare is an everyday occurrence.

 

Save the day for 
public education! 

Take ATPE’s free  
shuttle to the Capitol  

the afternoon of  
Thursday, April 2,  
to meet with your  

legislators and  
watch the House and  

Senate in action.

Sharpen your  
superpowers!

earn up to 7 hours  
of continuing professional  
education (CPE) credit.  
(That’s an hour more  
than offered last year!)

Fill your utility belt!
Shop the ATPE Exhibit Hall for goodies for  
yourself and your classroom. New this year:  
Visit the ATPE Bookstore to purchase books by  
the Presenters whose sessions you attend.

Celebrate your feats!
Enjoy a night in the Big Apple during the Awards Banquet:  
ATPE Takes Manhattan. We’ll put the spotlight on  
your fellow homeroom heroes and unmask ATPE’s  
Educators of the Year.

Debate the 
issues!

Exercise your powers of 
persuasion as the House 
of Delegates discusses 

issues facing ATPE and Texas 
educators. Delegates will 
also elect ATPE’s 2009-10 

state officers.

A message from your state president A message from your state president

Dear ATPE member:
Although Texas educators like you and me aren’t regularly called upon 
to leap tall buildings in a single bound or thwart the path of meteors 
hurtling toward the Earth, we are obliged to dedicate our unprecedented 
“powers” to the children we serve. 

We have stepped up to the call—embracing imaginations, hopes, dreams 
and desires. We’re there in a flash when our kindergarteners skin their 
knees, when our third- and fifth-graders gear up for TAKS, when our 
middle school students battle their hormones and when our high school 
seniors nervously await college acceptance letters. In a sense, we are 
superheroes—who possess unlimited opportunities to shape the future. 
Please join me at the 29th Annual ATPE State Convention, April 2–4 in 
Austin, to celebrate the work of the approximately 600,000 “homeroom 
heroes” across Texas.

More than 112,000 of these homeroom heroes have entrusted their careers to ATPE, a member-owned, member-
governed association. They’re counting on the delegates who gather for the state convention to make sound 
decisions about ATPE’s future. Please contact your local unit president and ask to be one of these delegates. 
Together, we’ll build relationships and make decisions that ensure ATPE membership remains an important 
component of any Texas educator’s professional arsenal.

—ATPE State President Jerry Bonham, Mesquite ISD

online registrationOnline registration
Only ATPE presidents can certify delegates to 
vote in the House of Delegates (HOD). Ask your 
local unit president to certify you as a voting or 
alternate delegate by March 4, 2009, so you can 
participate in the HOD. Only certified delegates 
are allowed to vote. 

If you are only interested in attending as a voting 
delegate and will not be participating in other 
convention activities, ask your local unit presi-
dent to certify you as a voting delegate for HOD 
only—your registration will be free! (HOD-only 
registrants who wish to visit the Exhibit Hall must 
pay a $15 fee, which includes entrance for both 
Thursday and Friday.) If you would like to attend 
the convention as a nonvoting member, ask your 
president to register you as a nonvoting attendee 
so you may observe the HOD and participate in 
other convention activities.

Region presidents must certify region officers, 
including the region’s director. The ATPE State 
Bylaws prohibit regions from sending alternates.

Presidents should visit www.atpe.org/convention/
registration.asp to register/certify delegates. Call 
(800) 777-ATPE if you have questions.

registration feesregistration fees
The registration fee for professional, associ-
ate, retired and public ATPE members is $95 
($105 after March 4). College student and 
teacher-trainee members can attend the 
convention for free. HOD-only registrants 
and nonmember guests may purchase  
Exhibit Hall passes for $15 (includes entrance 
for both Thursday and Friday).

The registration fee does not include tickets 
to the Awards Banquet ($35 for the first ticket 
and $45 per additional ticket) or Friday and 
Saturday boxed lunches ($15 each).

Some local units assist with their attendees’ 
expenses; check with your local unit officers to 
find out what kind of assistance is available.

just 
$95!



 
Agenda: Thursday, April 2Agenda: Thursday, April 2

Noon–4 p.m.   Capitol visits 
Meet with your state legislator and watch the House and Senate in action. Before 
you travel to the convention, call your legislators’ offices to schedule meetings for the 
afternoon of Thursday, April 2. Once you arrive, stop by the Austin Convention Center 
to pick up Capitol maps and information and then catch a free shuttle to the Capitol. 

3–9 p.m.  Registration

5–6 p.m.   Professional development sessions (See below.)

6–9 p.m.     Exhibit Hall Grand Opening 
Shop for goodies; place bids on ATPE-PAC Silent Auction items; and enjoy enter-
tainment, activities and complimentary snacks and beverages.

6–9 p.m.    Presidents’ Reception (by invitation) 
Stop by this come-and-go-style event to indulge in a decadent dessert (or two), 
receive a special gift and take part in a fun activity. (Hint: You’ll enjoy this activity 
all weekend long, and you need to be sure to bring your creativity.) 

 
Agenda: Friday, April 3Agenda: Friday, April 3

7 a.m.–3:30 p.m.   Registration

8–9:30 a.m.   Opening General Session—Rafe Esquith  
Called “a modern-day Thoreau” by Newsday, keynote speaker Rafe Esquith will 
share the story of Room 56, his remarkable inner-city Los Angeles classroom where 
class begins at 6:30 a.m. and reading Shakespeare is an everyday occurrence.  
Following the session, Esquith will sign copies of his books, Teach Like Your Hair’s  
on Fire: The Methods and Madness Inside Room 56 and There Are No Shortcuts.

8 a.m.–5 p.m.  Exhibit Hall

9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Prefile Motion Table

10 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Professional development sessions (See below.)

Noon–1:30 p.m.  Lunch

Noon–1:30 p.m.  Past Presidents’ Council Luncheon (by invitation)

12:30–1:30 p.m.  University Student/Sponsor Luncheon (by invitation)

12:30–1:30 p.m.   House of Delegates Review for First-time Convention  
Attendees 
During this session, first-time attendees will learn how to participate in the  
HOD like pros.

1:45–3:45 p.m.   House of Delegates 
Participate in the HOD, the heart of ATPE’s member-owned, member- 
governed structure.

7:30–10:30 p.m.   Awards Banquet: ATPE Takes Manhattan 
Enjoy a night in the Big Apple. We’ll shine the spotlight on your fellow home-
room heroes with a evening of fine dining and entertainment. Attire is business 
dress or semiformal.

Professional development  
sessions
Professional development  
sessions

5–6 p.m. Thursday, April 2

•  Speaking Teenager: How to Connect with  
Students in 30 Seconds or Less!

•  21st Century SOAPBOX® Showcase:  
Timeless Motivation for Today’s Teachers

•  Identifying and Accommodating Dyslexia in  
the Classroom

• Making Media Matter

•  Writing across the curriculum— 
Implementing taks writing in  
any subject area

Visit www.atpe.org/convention/pd.asp for  
presenter names and session descriptions.

Professional development sessionsProfessional development sessions 

10–11 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Friday, April 3
• Speaking Teenager: How to Connect with Students in 30 Seconds or Less!

• Bullying DOES Happen: Daily, Often and Everywhere in Schools

• Social Networking: Not Just for Kids Anymore

• What’s Happening Under the Dome?

• The Power of One

• Book and Brain Reading for Standardized Assessments

• Successful Parent Communication

• Using Comics and Graphic Novels to Promote Comprehension

• Strategies for Working with Economically Disadvantaged Students

• Effective Practices for English Language Learners

• The Hidden Champion

10 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Friday, April 3
•  Understanding Your TRS Benefits … Now and in the Future (2-hour session) 

Please note: This session does not count as CPE credit.

1 CPE 
hour each!

1 CPE 
hour each!

1 CPE 
hour
1 CPE 
hour

1 CPE 
hour
1 CPE 
hour

Sharpen your        Superpowers!

1 CPE 
hour each!

1 CPE 
hour each!



 
Agenda: saturday, April 4 Agenda: saturday, April 4

 7:30–10 a.m.  Registration

 7:30–10 a.m.  State officer elections

 8–9:30 a.m.  Region caucuses

 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  House of Delegates

 12:15–1:15 p.m.  Lunch

 

car rental discountsCar rental discounts
Avis®—(800) 331-1212. Present AWD #A246100 and ATPE ID card when renting vehicle. Advance reservation 
suggested. Discount rates include 5 percent off promotional rates, 10 percent off SuperValue daily and weekly 
rates, and 5 percent off SuperValue weekend rates.

Alamo®—(800) 462-5266. Be sure to request ID number 93122 when making reservations. ATPE members 
receive unlimited mileage and discounts with Alamo®.

Enterprise Rent-A-Car—(800) 593-0505. Refer to Corporate Class #09AA224. Members receive up to  
10 percent off standard daily rates at more than 6,000 neighborhood and airport locations across North 
America, and pickup is free.

* Discount valid for rentals reserved in advance at participating locations. Up to 10 percent applies to airport locations 
and up to 5 percent at neighborhood locations. Discounts may vary by location and time of rental. Discount does not 
apply to taxes, surcharges and optional products and services, including damage waiver at $30 or less per day. Other 
restrictions may apply.

  
Accommodations Accommodations

Make reservations by March 4, 2009, to receive the ATPE discounted room rate. Reservations are made on a 
first-come, first-served basis. You can reserve up to 10 rooms at once, but it is important that you reserve 
only the rooms you need and release reservations for rooms that you won’t use. Holding extra rooms 
prevents other members from making reservations and could prevent them from attending.

Booking your room

Reservations must be made through Passkey, the Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau’s online reservation 
system, and may not be made over the phone. If you contact the hotel directly, you will not receive ATPE’s 
discounted rates. Access a link to Passkey at www.atpe.org/convention/housing.asp. If you do not have Internet 
access, please call ATPE Meetings and Conferences at (800) 777-ATPE to request a housing form.

Do you have needs that require special accommodations? Call ATPE Meetings and Conferences at  
(800) 777-ATPE, submit a written request, or e-mail meetings@atpe.org by March 4.

All hotel rates do not include a 15-percent bed and state sales tax. 

$177 single/double
$197 triple
$217 quad

$162 for up to four 
people

$172 for up to four 
people

$14 self-park
$25 valet

Prices subject to change.

$14 self-park
$21 valet

$14 self-park
$21 valet

One of Austin’s newest and 
largest state-of-the-art,  

full-service hotels

Austin’s newest downtown 
hotel; under the same roof  

as the Residence Inn

Daily complimentary hot break-
fast and complimentary evening 

receptions Monday–Thursday

King bed or  
two queen beds

King bed or  
two queen beds

One-bedroom suites with  
minikitchen, queen bed and  

queen-size pullout sofa sleeper

Hotel

Hilton 

Austin

Courtyard 

Marriott

Residence Inn 

Marriott

Rate Parking Amenities Room Types

member-owned

member-governed



Ti
m

es
 a

re
 ti

gh
t, 

an
d 

w
e’

re
 a

ll 
ke

ep
in

g 
a 

cl
os

er
 e

ye
 o

n 
ou

r d
ol

la
rs

 a
nd

 c
en

ts
. T

he
 $

95
 re

gi
st

ra
tio

n 
fe

e 
 

($
10

5 
af

te
r M

ar
ch

 4
) g

iv
es

 y
ou

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 a

 c
on

ve
nt

io
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
va

lu
ed

 a
t m

or
e 

th
an

 $
50

0.
 R

eg
is

tr
at

io
n 

in
cl

ud
es

:

• P
re

se
nt

at
io

ns
 b

y 
in

fo
rm

at
iv

e 
an

d 
in

sp
ir

at
io

na
l s

pe
ak

er
s.

• F
re

e 
tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

to
 th

e 
Ca

pi
to

l f
or

 m
ee

ti
ng

s 
w

it
h 

la
w

m
ak

er
s.

• N
et

w
or

ki
ng

 w
ith

 y
ou

r f
el

lo
w

 e
du

ca
to

rs
 fr

om
 a

cr
os

s T
ex

as
.

• U
p 

to
 7

 h
ou

rs
 o

f c
on

ti
nu

in
g 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 e
du

ca
ti

on
 (C

PE
) c

re
di

t. 
(T

ha
t’s

 a
n 

ho
ur

 m
or

e 
th

an
 w

as
 o

ffe
re

d 
la

st
 y

ea
r!)

• T
im

e 
to

 re
la

x 
an

d 
bo

nd
 w

ith
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f y
ou

r l
oc

al
 u

ni
t.

• A
 c

ha
nc

e 
to

 s
ho

p 
fo

r g
oo

di
es

 in
 th

e 
Ex

hi
bi

t H
al

l. 

•  T
he

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 to
 s

pe
ak

 y
ou

r m
in

d 
on

 th
e 

is
su

es
 fa

ci
ng

 Te
xa

s 
ed

uc
at

or
s 

an
d 

AT
PE

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

el
ec

t A
TP

E’
s 

 
20

09
-1

0 
st

at
e 

offi
ce

rs
.

PR
ES

O
RT

ED
FI

RS
T-

CL
A

SS
 M

A
IL

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E 
PA

ID
AU

ST
IN

, T
X

PE
RM

IT
 N

O
. 5

75

w
o

w
! 

w
h
a
t
 a

 g
r

e
a
t
 d

e
a
l!

w
o

w
! 

w
h
a
t
 a

 g
r

e
a
t
 d

e
a
l!

Va
lu

e-
 

pa
ck

ed
!!


